
“Goede Doelen Loterijen wanted this project to show that it could actually be 

done: that a dilapidated empty building could be turned into an extremely 

sustainable office block that uses as little energy as possible.” Erik Schipper, project 

manager at J.P. van Eesteren, is convinced it can be done: “We are aiming for a 

BREEAM Outstanding rating, the highest sustainability rating that can be achieved.”

Sustainability – along with courage, pleasure and sharing – is 
one of the hallmarks of Goede Doelen Loterijen, the national 
charity lottery organisation. The three lotteries it runs in the 
Netherlands – the National Postcode Lottery, the Friends 
Lottery and the BankGiro Lottery – employ about 600 
people, spread across several buildings. Soon, they will all be 
working together in a magnificent building on Amsterdam’s 
Zuidas designed by Benthem Crouwel Architects. 

“Yes, it will definitely be beautiful,” says Schipper. 
“The building will be completely renovated and expanded. 
The roof alone will be spectacular. It will span the existing 
building to create an extra floor, a covered forecourt and an 
atrium. A ceiling will be fitted under the roof made up of 
nearly seven thousand aluminium tiles shaped like triangular 
leaves. They will form a beautiful organic pattern of light 
and dark. Together with the steel pillars in the form of trees, 
they will create a park-like impression.” 

Natural insulation
The roof will be covered with an array of solar panels of 
course but there will also be a large roof garden where 
subtropical plants can be grown. “The roof will capture 
rainwater,” says Schipper. “Rainwater will be used to flush 
the toilets and operate the sprinkler system. It will also be 
used to water the plants. One of the insulation materials is 
Myco Foam, a natural insulator made from fungus. It took 
some time before we could use it, as the fungus had to be 
grown first!”

PowerWindows will also be fitted in the building. 
“These are windows that generate electricity. Just like Myco 
Foam they have been developed by one of the winners of 
the Postcode Lottery Green Challenge. The windows will be 
placed on the second floor, on the sunny side. They are 
completely transparent and look just like ordinary windows 
but they will generate green energy.”  

Rainwater
To satisfy the strict BREEAM requirements, J.P. van Eesteren 
has given high priority to the building’s sustainability 
throughout the entire project. Schipper: “From design to 
construction. To give one example, we re-used the concrete 
left over after the demolition of part of the building to make 
new concrete. And we used rainwater as sprinkling water to 
prevent dust clouds.”

“What’s more, we caused as little inconvenience as possible. 
The trucks travelling to and from the site was planned very 
strictly so that they did not have to wait in the nearby streets. 
We think it is very important that local residents know what’s 
going to happen and why. Good communication with the 
public is essential, especially at a busy location like this one.”

According to Schipper the Goede Doelen Loterijen’s staff will 
soon be working in one of the most attractive buildings in 
the Netherlands. “And in one of the most environmentally 
friendly. The building will use 84% less energy than a 
standard new office block and it will emit 150 tonnes less 
CO2 than comparable buildings.”

FACTS

• The building is being renovated and enlarged from 
7,995 m2 to 12,500 m2. The new building will have an 
extra floor and a two-storey underground car park.

• The building will use innovations devised by winners of 
the Postcode Lottery Green Challenge: the energy 
generating PowerWindows produced by PHYSEE 
(winner in 2016) and the natural insulation material 
Myco Foam produced by Ecovative (winner in 2008).

• J.P. van Eesteren and Goede Doelen Loterijen won the 
2017 Considerate Constructors Zuidas Award with this 
project. They were given a score of 8.3. The residents 
platform gave the project a score of 9.5. The jury 
praised the well organised, tidy site and the 
consideration given to the neighbourhood.

• The construction workers park their cars at the RAI 
exhibition centre and continue their journey to work at 
Goede Doelen Loterijen by bicycle. 

• The building will also house a new television studio for 
5 Uur Live and Koffietijd.
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